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Competition rules and judging standards
B s R0 5% 86 4

Competition rules and judging standards

PRECAR N ST B AR

This individual event gives kindergarten children a platform to recite
English poetry. It develops language, confidence, expression and public
speaking through a short, age-appropriate performance and a friendly,
unscored conversation with the judge.

RIREUTAFEAARE, S LE) L ERHEFRABENTL, ETEE.
EEHFRIE, URSSHBRRE. MHoHRR, SELERME
SSRIXEN. BAUBE, FEFAIRKIXEND,

For competitors, parents, coaches, judges and tournament staff. This
standalone book contains the general and event-specific rules needed for
this event.

AFEMEEF, R, 84 BARFDTHEARER, TBERRFMEE
AEAMNSEIMN, sIIRIER,
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Event essentials
IMEER

Item Rule
i =] ]
Eligibility Kindergarten children only | One division
B85%i% IXPR4)LETERILE, R— AR
Performance One or more English poems
BERE —HHZEEEFH
Submission Submit the selected poems during registration
MR REBHR R FTiEIFH

Time

GG

Scripts and aids
RS

Rounds

PN

Scoring

2

Time limit

B PR&LIE

Parents

HRIKME

2 minutes in total + 30 seconds grace | No minimum

REK 2 280, 5% 30 BWERE, THRERK

Recite from memory | No scripts or prompting

No props, performance costumes, visual aids or music
MBLFRERIE, NSIEREIERIRR

FMERER, RERR. URHEMMEER

Two preliminary rounds and one final

PR TIESE ; — 3RS

Recitation 100% | Fun discussion 0%
One holistic recitation score from 84 to 100

BRIEL 100%, EIRZRAITS; BT 84 =100 £

Stop gently at 2:30 | Later words are not scored
2 53 30 MEHEMLREAIE, ZBHRBARITS

Parents or guardians may watch preliminary rounds

FKISE ISP AT EEFIERS
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1 Event scope eligibility and poem selection
MBEN. 58 B5EFFN

e 1.1 Event scope. Poetry Recitation is an individual English-speaking event for kindergarten children. Through short
poems and a friendly conversation with the judge, children build confidence, language skills and enjoyment of public
speaking. The recitation is scored; the conversation is not.

FREEREAA)LE)LENNARERANE, BIEEMOFRBBERSBHNORERR, IIERSEIBE. RHES
BB, HERARFTENFE, RS, [RAHD.

e 1.2 Eligibility. This event is open only to children currently enrolled in kindergarten. It has one kindergarten division.
Elementary, middle school and high school students are not eligible. Parents or teachers must confirm the child’s
kindergarten enrollment during registration.

AIRBXRAILEERILESN, R—MLEAS . N2 PREPZERRESE5ER. RKAHINRERSITHIA
JLERN4)LEERER.

e 1.3 Number and choice of poems. A child may choose one poem or multiple poems for the tournament. NHSDLC
provides a suggested list, but the child is not restricted to it.

IIETIERE—EHXZSEIFRSMBE . NHSDLC RIMHFFRIEFR, BEEIFCERRFIZE

e 1.4 Selection guidance. Choose short, rhythmic poems with age-appropriate themes and vocabulary the child
understands. Repetition and rhyme can help young children enjoy and remember the words. A simple poem performed
with understanding is appropriate; a long or difficult selection is not required.

HiEZRREERE. EATER. TRES/EFRAIILSZ TEFINFN, ESENHHENT) L ERZFRN RBHCEFT,
AEEPEEHSIAMRE, GRIFREFESAINE, TREERRERREKIEERSHER.

e 1.5 Submission timing. A parent or teacher must submit the selected poem or poems during registration, using the

announced submission channel.

KRR RZITELE S AHIIRBRRZFTEFR,

e 1.6 Submission details. Provide the complete text of each poem, its title and author where known, together with the
child’s name and competitor code when assigned. For several poems, state the performance order. Use the submitted
selection throughout the event. Ask staff to confirm any change before performing it. If details are missing, staff should

ask the parent or teacher to complete them.

MRRBEFROTER, MEREMBMEERER, FHERILERS; WESREFRS, bR—FHEH, EESEHIFRE,
EEABRIRINS . BipAERERRNER, WREKR, AEHBEABELEARBIA. HEHERATEN, THEARK
ERIKFEITANTE

e 1.7 Language. All recitation must be in English. Judges do not evaluate poetry performed in another language.

SERRIRAEREIE, HH AN URMIES #HTHNFREETED
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2 Performance rules and timing
BRSNS it B

Main time Grace period Minimum
MERHE HIREYE ==1[:3:0 5 S
2 minutes for the full performance 30 seconds None
SEEARASH 2 S8 30 ® %

2.1 Performance elements. Gestures, facial expressions and vocal variation are encouraged. A child may stand or sit

comfortably. The performance should make the poem’s words and feelings understandable to the audience.

B LEIZAFYE. BEREREERMHTRE, || ETRAFENMERLE, ILITREFFRORNSSHER,

2.2 Prohibited aids. Props, performance costumes, visual aids and background music are prohibited. Do not use slides,
PowerPoint presentations, recorded sound, videos or other assisting tools.

FILFERER. REREK. ARRIMHRERER, AMESERLTR. PowerPoint JERXTE. RE. TSREMIHEITR,

2.3 Memorization and scripts. Children must recite from memory. Paper scripts, books, cue cards, screen text and
teleprompters may not be used during the performance. A submitted poem copy is for administration and judging, not for
the child to read during recitation.

JLEZBRERIR. BRRERDASERAERMG. BA. 5+ BRXFHRER, RRINFRXAEEN SRR ITFHER,
RS LSRR FIE,

2.4 Starting and separating the timer. The performance timer begins with the child’s first words of the prepared
performance, including any prepared introduction. Transitions between poems count within the same limit. The judge’s
separate fun discussion is outside the recitation timer.

ILEREEEENEEASNE - FiEl, BIFRTE; MEEENARNBEITARK, SEFRZEOGERFTA
B, #HSTHRNBRSRAT AR ERE, .

2.5 End of performance. Any material delivered after the 30-second grace period is not considered in the score. At 2:30
the judge should end the recitation gently. The completion assessment reflects what the child finished within the scored
period.

B 30 B ERMERIFENAS AT ANS . AR 2 5 30 B8, HFFHINLURFMNGXIE)LELRBIFE. THREREILER
T ERAERTRBIRTITE,

2.6 Adult prompting. Parents and teachers may help with poem selection and practice, but may not supply lines, mouth
words or direct the child during recitation. If prompting or script use occurs, the judge records what happened, considers
the child’s independent completion and refers any rule concern to staff. Neither creates an automatic disqualification.
KSR HENEFRES, EASERBIRPRRFT. AORRTIHIEE/ILE, MENEIRRAERRENER,
FHMNEICR, 7L LERIZTHEAIBNER, FHEERANNEMRETEARLE, ERRTHERFBHIAZENS
HEVHES,
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3 Rounds and fun discussion
[ $5 2 NS T e

3.1 Competition structure. Every participant takes part in two preliminary rounds. A selected number of children
qualify for one final elimination round based on their preliminary performance. The final determines the championship
result.

BIEFIISNRETER, REWERERN, EH—EHENLEZTR—RRIEL, HFRRELHEESETRE.

3.2 Published arrangements. Before the first round, NHSDLC must announce group sizes, speaking order, judge
arrangements, the number of finalists, how scores are combined and how ties are resolved. Apply the announced
procedure consistently to all children.

NHSDLC AAERFRIAHSEAAL. LipliF. SHZH, SRRELHAN. HELERHERBOGERR, HXIHR
BILER T

3.3 Round sequence. Children follow the announced order. Judges give each child an opportunity to settle, conduct the
recitation and complete a brief fun discussion before or after the poem. Use a clear transition so children and parents
know which part is scored.

ILERAGNIRF L7, SHNSSVIERBRENNG. BAERSHNE, ARETHKEDE, HEBIEISEH#TEEN
WA, WIHFTZENGREHSEIRE, LI ERRKEEB 2D,

3.4 Discussion content. The discussion is a friendly exchange with simple questions, such as the child’s name, age,
poem title, favorite color or favorite sport. It is intended to help the child interact naturally and enjoy speaking.
BRZBREBMRFNEMF T, FATHDILENESR. Fik. FHRAE. KRERNASSEHSEBEEA, HHILES
RMSERR, BREREORE,

3.5 No competitive discussion score. Poetry recitation provides 100% of the competitive score. The discussion
provides 0% and must not raise or lower the recitation score, affect advancement or serve as a score tie-break. It may
inform the separate discussion awards described in Section 5.
FEIRERIE GRS AT 100%, BIERZRAITS . AMEEARRRIMRSHFEEBIFES . RAER, FISEEANRDITH
HEMKYE, BERRRFIN T B TFIRES 5 T PmRAIR R RN,

3.6 Supportive interaction. A child who gives a short answer, needs a question repeated or chooses not to answer is
not penalized in the recitation score. Judges should keep the exchange simple and supportive and must not turn it into
a prepared-speech questioning test.

ILEEEEE. FERHESTRFEEREE, HABEMKINREEIESS . HANAEE, RE. SMMEHHFIRR,
AMEBX—HF TR I EEIEFR TR THIEZME,



NHs|I LK

4 Poetry judging criteria
IFMIEEHIRE

4.1 Assessment scope. Judge the recitation through four dimensions: Clarity, Expression, Confidence and Completion.
Apply the score bands in Section 5. The discussion is excluded. Consider the child’s developing language ability while
applying consistent performance standards.

NEWE. RAD. BERTHRENMETNEE, FHERE b THFSFRELD , BRXRANANITSD . THEITNEE
ILEESRNNKEMER, BEIXAEILERA -BHNRIINE,

4.2 Clarity. Assess pronunciation, articulation, pacing and volume. Excellent clarity makes the words easy to understand
without mumbling or rushing. Minor pronunciation or pacing lapses are consistent with a good performance. Frequent
unclear words, low volume or excessive speed reduce clarity; persistent difficulty understanding the child falls in the
lowest band.

ZERE . UF BEREE.MBNRANMEDNUVERZE, BREMABTHEEIR S EREFHATE LNXRNIFER
W¥ER, AOLEREH. SELEFERIR, SFWEWNE;, ERAFLEELURTE, WETRERNER,

4.3 Expression. Assess how the voice and body convey meaning and feeling. Effective variation in pitch, tone and
emphasis, together with facial expressions and gestures, brings the poem to life. Some variation with inconsistent
gestures is good; limited changes or occasional emotion are satisfactory; monotony and little expressive engagement
need improvement.

ZE) BENTEIEENRARKIEXFRNENSER, RYCHES. BSNEELN, HEARBESFH, IEFR
EmER, FEE—EXMN, EFBNESABRE, TP RY’; FEENER. NEBRRELER, TiFNEHE";
FRERF, RVBRIRA, VBT BFRE",

4.4 Confidence. Assess comfortable posture, eye contact and stage presence. Poise and enthusiasm show confidence.
Brief hesitation or slight fidgeting is less serious than sustained avoidance of the audience, repeated nervous
movements or marked discomfort. Standing or sitting is acceptable.

ZEESEEBEANN. RE5RAHTEARR, URBAZFERN., AENE. ABRARBANBE, BERNKSEE
MUNSHERYRII, INTFIFEEIBITAR,. RELMAKDERPE/RAR, HEMPRIIRSZ,

4.5 Completion. Assess whether the child completes all selected poems smoothly within time. A complete recital
without major pauses or forgotten lines is strongest. Minor pauses or a brief hesitation are acceptable. Repeated
pauses, skipped lines, lost sections, adult prompts or script reading reduce Completion. Material beyond 2:30 is
excluded.

25 EREEMEN RN TR LI FMEFR . cEHFE LB RN ENRNRE BRISMEEERZRTTLIES,
REEWM, KA. ERERE. BEZRARTHIER, HSENTRETN. 2 9 30 WZEHBNRERTAIED,

4.6 Overall scoring. Award one holistic recitation score from 84 to 100 using all four dimensions. The criteria guide a
single overall judgment; they are not four separate scores to add together. Use the score bands in Section 5 and the
detailed rubric in Section 10. There is no minimum duration and no automatic deduction solely for choosing a short
poem.

SENMERE, A 84 F 100 SHIBIEEMITS ., NIRELRETER—DMBEAHR, ANSAFTSEEM, ToER
NES5 T, FEFHERAE 10 B, AMELRRBIFKER, FAENEERRENFRMEMNND .



Nes] L

5 Score bands and awards
FRERSRIN

5.1 Score bands. Use the four bands below and all four judging criteria to choose the best-fitting score. A forfeiture is
recorded separately as zero points; it is not an additional performance band.

SZENIUTFHERE, RRTIINMEE, SHEHFAZGRRIANS Y. FRBTERAZTS, FETLEARAER,

Performance band

RMEFR

Excellent

75

Satisfact
89-92 atisfactory

|

_ Needs improvement
84-88 Bi51EE

5.2 Participation and finalist awards. Every participant receives a participation medal. The champion and children who

reach the final elimination round receive trophies.

BEFIURE—NESERMR, SERERRERNILETRERNR,

5.3 Special awards. The Best Interaction Award recognizes the child who interacts most naturally with the judge. The
Most Enthusiastic Participant Award recognizes outstanding excitement and enthusiasm. The Best Encouragement
Award recognizes a particularly supportive and uplifting response.

REEMNRREZEFHARRREANILE; RERBEFRRSRAMLBNSERBSRIRANILE; RERMRREE
BN LA FAASIFSEM,. RARBHILE,

5.4 Special-award eligibility. These special discussion awards are for children who did not qualify for the elimination
round but showed outstanding qualities in the fun discussion. They do not change recitation scores or qualification
results.

EREBRRAF R R E AR ERDAKE. EEBRIATEALREFRENILE, KERIMAZMBIFESONERS

5.5 Feedback and records. Judges should give short, specific, encouraging feedback on the child’s recitation. Record
the score, elapsed time, any prompting and relevant rule concerns. Keep discussion-award observations separate from
the scored recital assessment.

FHHNEILENBRIBA FEE. B, BEMMNRIR, HCRES. IMAR., SEEZRTRAXMANEDR, BAFiTE
HIRREIMBIMRICR, NSHIREMICRS .
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6 Attendance and conduct
FiaERSMAITH

6.1 Arrival. Participants must arrive at their assigned room at least 15 minutes before the scheduled start. Parents or
teachers must inform NHSDLC staff if a child is delayed.

EFRAEALTEFIREEZELD 15 PHEIZLIXIEERE, N)LESEREE, RKSHHITHEM NHSDLC TIEAR

6.2 Missing a round. If a child is still absent 15 minutes after the scheduled round start, and staff have not approved
another arrangement, that round is forfeited and receives zero points. Other children continue in order. Missing one
round does not by itself prevent participation in later rounds.

EARRTEFRIBEIER 156 28, ILEMARES, BETEARRINERMERHE, WiZREFNLE, 125, Hitt)LZRIR
P4, HRE—BASAEIN) L ESIEERRIERE,

6.3 Safe conduct. All participants, parents, teachers and staff must maintain a professional, safe and respectful
environment. Threats, verbal abuse, discriminatory actions and activities that endanger others are prohibited.

FrEEF . KK IR TEARYARBEF V. 22 HESENFR, ZLLEN. SIEES . KARBRUARZH9TA,

6.4 Responding to disruption. Staff should first give a clear, age-appropriate reminder and help children settle.
Serious or continuing disruption may be referred to the Tournament Director. Adults who interfere with performances or

compromise safety may be asked to leave.

HIFHME, TEARNEUNE)LEFRMIERENNSNFHBHIZERE, FEILEFH TR, FERFENTFRITR
HEMSELE, FHRBRRRERZEHNMATEREKRED,

6.5 Respect during recitation. Waiting children and adults should listen quietly and allow each child to perform
without interruption. Parents and teachers should help their children understand this expectation. Report concerns to
staff rather than interrupting another child’s performance.

B ERRANZRERIT, ILSMALEREAZFMNERTTREE, RKSBIINEE I ZEHX—2K, WGE-,
METEARRER, RSITHIE M LEREDE.
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7 Spectating recording and online rounds
ME, RbS5% LR

e 7.1 Spectators. Parents or guardians of participants may watch preliminary rounds. Other spectators require explicit
permission from the NHSDLC Tournament Director. The final is open to spectators, subject to respectful conduct.
Spectating does not permit prompting or coaching.

EFHRKFISIP AT EIEE ., EtMARZIRS NHSDLC jE&a)S EAVBBTRIFT, RIELEMARFFI, EMRIETIH
Hr. BEMA, UERERSRTHIESILERE.

e 7.2 Recording. Recording during the event requires explicit permission from NHSDLC staff, including recordings by
parents and short clips. Final performances will be recorded and streamed on NHSDLC platforms. Parents or guardians
should raise questions about official recording arrangements with staff before the event.

ENHREEITRE, MK NHSDLC TAEARBMBBHITFY; RKRHRBBEMMBAETHME, RikiEFIHEH
NHSDLC ®#l, HAEHEFAEN, RKFWIFPANMNEARFILZHELRD, NEENFARIEDIEARRL,

e 7.3 Stopping audience recordings. A child or their parent or guardian may ask an audience member to stop recording,

even if permission was given earlier. The audience member must stop when asked.

ILEFHERK, BIPATERUREIERS, BMELAERIFT, UABREVRIEREEIERSE,

e 7.4 Online setup. Prepare a quiet, clear background, stable internet, audible sound and a functioning camera showing
the child’s entire upper body. An adult may help with equipment setup, while the no-prompting rule continues to apply
during recitation.

MEFRRFHNFERE, RESRER, BRNERE. BB, BELEREE, HAEEEREEMILEN EXS, BHAT
hENREIRE, EREZRERPNAEFTAESRTIE.

e 7.5 Technical interruption. The judge may authorize one technical pause of up to five minutes to resolve an equipment
or connection problem. If it remains unresolved, or a further problem occurs, the round proceeds without another
technical pause. An adult may help fix equipment without prompting the poem.

HIIREF M B E R R, FH TTHEE—IRAREE 5 DHPERAEE, LUEHR S BRRUDARER, HZEBIR IR,
RIOBREHTT, FABATIIMIEARER, KATHNLRIREDR, EFRERTFIERS,

e 7.6 Timer handling. Stop the recitation timer during an authorized technical break and resume from the elapsed time
when the child continues. The pause does not restart the performance or increase the recitation allowance.

SHUENTEAGEREE, NESRIETEN. JIESRSERERN, NNEFEERITHIRNSLEITE, RNMSERITIIEIEMRIF
HOBRIBET R,

11
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8 Child support and decisions
IWEZRFSLERE

8.1 Adult support. Parents and teachers may select material, explain vocabulary and help the child rehearse. During
recitation, adults must not provide the words or direct the performance. Encourage the child’s own voice and enjoyment
rather than demanding an adult level of polish.

KESHIMaI Bkt BREICHEILERS, EASERBIRPRNFOSNEEILE, Nk LZEECHNAERRIX,
SZEAIRMARE, RNEREIXEEAMRIMROIRIKE,

8.2 Child well-being. If a child becomes distressed, staff should first help the child feel safe and settled, then decide
with the parent or guardian whether the performance can continue. A child may stop if needed. Any rescheduling or
restart requires staff approval and must be fair to all participants.

WILELHMBARHEERN, TEARNEEHERERER. FTEBE, BERKIABFALRRERESHEMNIE, LE
BERENTLEL, FAURERAENEMFIROSH, RETIEARME, HBRYAEEFAT,

8.3 Questions and decisions. Parents or teachers should raise rule questions or concerns with NHSDLC staff, giving
the child’s name or competitor code, round and relevant facts. Staff should hear the explanation, check any score-entry,
timing or discussion-score error and record the decision. The Tournament Director has final discretion, taking the child’s
age, the educational purpose and fairness into account.

HRITHUTINIS RN B LR FERIRIEE, NMEXR NHSDLC TEAR, HijM) L ERRHEFRS. HXERREZLIRA,
TEARNFRER, ZREREFAERS. HHHIRGBERZIMITAREFEIR, HICRLGEBRE, ENDEEEEEERIL
EFR. HEANRAFRN, FHEELERE,
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9 Parent teacher and judge checklist
KiK. BIDERFEIE

At registration iR#Z03

Confirm that the child is enrolled in kindergarten. Submit the complete text of one or more English poems, the titles,
known authors and performance order. Include the child’s name and competitor code when assigned.
WIALERYDILEEEZFE, RRME—EASEREFROTENAR. it EMOMEEERRBIEINRE, FEHE/ILEES
WMEREEFRS, A—HER.

During preparation Xt&ZHiid]

Help the child understand the poems and practice reciting from memory. Rehearse the complete selection within
two minutes, including any prepared introduction. Keep practice enjoyable. Do not prepare scripts, cue cards, props,
costumes or background music for use in the performance.

FENLEEBFRARIGREBIE, HEHE, B2MMERBS R ESHARNBEGE 2 MR, FiLILERFERE
HIK0, MEESHBRRIERNRG. RRF. BR, RERRIAERER.

On the day E&IZX

Arrive at the room at least 15 minutes before the round begins. Parents or guardians may watch preliminary rounds but

must not prompt. Ask staff before recording. For online rounds, check the camera, sound and internet in advance.

AR EZED 15 DHRERXEERE. RKHBIPATNETEE, ERERT. RENABRESIEARFT, S0
% LI, URAIREREGL. FERME,

For judges #¥I#3d

Keep recitation and friendly discussion clearly separate. Time all prepared words and transitions together: two minutes
plus 30 seconds of grace. Gently end recitation at 2:30 and exclude later words. Assess Clarity, Expression, Confidence
and Completion with one score from 84 to 100. Give brief, encouraging feedback.

B X 2 BRIR SRR, MEESNEMASKFRIOSER I, MENKR 2 o8, 5ig 30 WERH, HEHE
2243 30 #BF, LUBFIBIANIEILELRAE,;, ZEHNRBRIHATES . KEBEWE. RIAH. BERTHRE, BKHLE
100 DHVERITS, HATFEE. SHNRIR,

Scores and awards B4R 53EIRN

Discussion answers do not affect recitation scores, advancement or ties. Keep observations for discussion awards
separate; those awards are for non-finalists. Each participant receives a medal; finalists and the champion receive
trophies. Refer concerns to staff.

BIRRZAPHEZ A MBS S. SRAEEPLE, BT PERRERNMRICRABMRE,; WEEIRAE @RS RRE
BHILE, SMOEFRERME, ERAZLNILERTEREBREN, NGO, NRXBATIEARLE,

13
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10 Poetry rubric
IFMIEDIRE

Use all four criteria to award one score from 84 to 100. Assess kindergarten recitation; do not score the friendly discussion

Scripts are not permitted. Material after 2:30 is excluded.

Satisfactory Needs improvement

Excellent Good
89-92 84-88

Criterion 97-100 93-96

Frequent unclear words,

Words are clear and easy to ~ Mostly clear and audible. Some words are unclear. .
. . - mumbling, very low volume
. understand. Pronunciation, Minor pronunciation or Uneven pace or low volume >
Clarity . : . or rushing makes much
pace and volume support  pacing slips do not prevent  sometimes makes the poem oy
. -~ of the poem difficult to
understanding. difficult to follow. understand

the poem throughout.

Sustained discomfort,

Comfortable posture,
: Generally comfortable and . T
natural audience contact . o Noticeable hesitation, . .
- engaged. Brief hesitation . . avoidance of the audience
" and enthusiasm create 4 N . limited audience contact or
Confidence ’ or slight fidgeting does not or frequent nervous
a confident presence. : repeated nervous movement .
. N interrupt the performance movement makes delivery
Standing or sitting is el affects the performance. e
significantly. difficult.

equally acceptable.

14
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Speaker rubric
HHEDIRE

SAUIRTEINE, 50 84 Z 100 D HIEATS . O RAMILE)LELLFTERBERM, MIRZAARIT D . BBiGI AEERRG,
2 5 30 BZEHRBERITAED,

. _ =it
iR 97 1oo 93 96 89-92

ﬁf’-ﬂ BiZE, &5, & REDARBHTE, P& *Bﬁﬂﬁlﬂiﬁ}i . BEARTR  ROEEREW. LFEH.
TR E!I“ﬁ%ﬁﬂb?fﬁi&#% REWBROVAZINERF FHERE, ﬁﬂj{iﬂﬁﬁiﬁu BHEORFERIR, SH
A&, 2R, ITEFRAR. REBSRBMELURE,

LZHERMR, SRR BARIBR. ’RA. BE BHRRKR. SEARRKS, FEBRERAR. EEIITRT
BfS B, RIAB. B, i ABRIEFUNNERBEY SIREHIMEKEVNNE, ¥ REHIERONEDE, £
LB EGERS, I LRSS IS BRIEMELAIRFIRET o

15
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